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Aril^njAL  REPORT  OP  TFiE 
MEDICAL  -P PIC -JR  OP  HEALTH 
^'OR  THE  "^EAR  1944. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentleman, 

I have  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  work  of 
the  -ealth  Department  for  the  year  1944  which  has  been 
prepared  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  The  usual  statistical  information 
has  been  compiled  but  for  reasons  of  economy  is  not 
included  in  the  report. 

In  spite  of  the  shortage  of  staff  due  to  war 
conditions  it  has  been  nossible  to  carry  on  the  urgent 
work  of  the  denartment  in  a fairly  satisfactory  manner. 

Immunisation  a.'^ainst  Diphtheria  has  been  continued 
and  a satisfactory  p'roportion  of  children  under  the  age  of 
15  have  now  been  immunised  and  about  50  ’ of  children 
under  3 years  have  also  been  immunised  a^’ainst  ’fl^hooping 
Cough. 

The  supervision  of  the  children  of  women  engaged  on 
war  v'ork  has  been  continued  as  in  the  nrevious  year. 

The  supervision  of  children  under  school  age  at  the 
Helfare  Centre  and  in  their  homes  has  been  maintained 
while  a further  provision  has  been  made  for  the  super- 
vision of  the  health  of  exnectant  mothers. 


I am ; 


Yours  faithfully, 

. J.E.SFEHCE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Public  Health  Denartment 
Irv'ell  Place, 

ECCLES. 


1 


IM^Ti.CTIOUS  DISEASES 


Dur^np.  Ghe  'eax*  l;Oy^^  notifications  of  infectious 
diseases  were  received. 

56  persons  were  notified  as  suffering  from  diphtheria 
hut  in  29  instances  the  diagnosis  was  not  coxifirmed,  the 
actual  nujiiher  of  cases  of  the  disease  being  27-  In  five 
instances  the  children  had  been  iminunised,  lliere  were  two 
deaths  from  .the  disease  hut  in  neither  case  had  the  child 
been  ' immunised.  18  of  the  cnildren  were  in  attendance  at 
public  elementary  schools  but  in  no  case  was  there  any 
epidemic  spread  of  infection  in  the  schools  but  in  one 
instance  three  childrexi  in  one  familv  contracted  the  disease. 
3 cases  occurred  in  children  under  school  age  arid  6 in 
persons  over  school  age.  In  addition  9 carriers  of  the 
diphtheri.a  bacillus  were  discovered  in  school  or  at  the 
school  clinic  and  v/ere  kept  mder  treatment  until  the 
carrier  condition  had  cleared  up,  during  the  year  410 
swabs  were  submitted  for  .bacteriological  exam.ination  of 
which  230  were  taken  by  the  staff  of  the  department  in  the 
course  of  f ollowtrm’-  un  contacts  and  carriers.  In  12 
instances  it  v/as  recoi'tod  tliai:  diphtheria  bacilli  were 
present  and  in  19  others  ornanisms  mornhologically 
identical  with  0 ■ diphtheriae  we:'’e  found.  In  three  instances 
a virulence  test  was  carried  out  and  in  each  case  the 
organism  was  found  to  be  vitulent. 

Iimtunisat ion  against  driy^h then ia  has  been  continued 
during  the  vo-af  j both  at  the  Infant  ''■Welfare  Centre  and  in 
the  schools,  Thu  children  recei.ve  two  doses  of 
nrophylac tic  (A.?,.T.)  and  the  parents  of  children  immunised 
in  infehoy  c.rcy  advised  to  arrange  for  them,  to  have  a further 
dose  on  commencing  school  During  t.he  vear  681  children 
’■fere  immunised  and  393  ch:ldren  pneviously  immunised 
received  a fur’thc’:'  dose  of  prophylactic.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  l_2f2  child.ren  under  5 years  j 4,126  aged  5-15 
years  and  863  15  yea^s  had  been  immunised.  43*39  per 

cent,  of  the  child, 'en  under  fivu  years  and  78.03  per  cent, 
of  the  children  5 15  years  have  now  been  immunised,  and 
there  is  no  doiTbt  that  the  low  incidence  of  diphtheria 
during  the  year  is  due  to  the  effective  immunisation  of  this 
high  proportion  of  children. 

94  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  rotified  during  the 
yearj  a decrease  on  the  number  notified  in  the  .preceedlng 
year.  The  type  of  infection  remains  mild  and  many  of  the 
cases  are  atypical,  the  rash  not  being  ao^'ornpanied  by  the 
usual  s.ymptoras  of  the  di'^^ease-  13  of  the  paLlents  were 
rem.oved  to  .hosu.'^' tal  as  . c ondit at  home  were  unfavourable 
for  isolation. 

227  cases  of  w.h.onyiing  cough  were  notified  during  the 
year.  14C  of  the  children  being  uiider  the  age  of  five 
years.  The  cases  occurred- ma.i.nly  in  t.he  months  of  Karch, 
April  and  bay, 'practically  a puartpr  of  the  cases  occurred 
in  ■■'ostwood  Park  i?ard . 

Imm.unisat i cii  a,gainst  whoopin.g  cough  has  now  been 
carried  out  darlDg  the  past  three  years  di.iring  v,rhich  time 
889  children  have  been  irum.u,  ised;;  equal  to  about  50  per 
cent,  of  tlie  c.hi,ldren  under  three  years,  276  children  ¥rere 
imjnunisui  d’’.rr' i.ng  the  oast  .year.  It  is  too  early  to 
excri-ess  a definite,  .opinion  on  the  value  of  immunisation  as 


an  absolute  ureventative  of  t’le  disease,  but  I am 
satisfied  that  should  infection  be  contracted,  the 
illness  is  modified  and  is  slight,  the  distressing 
paroxysmal  cough  being  absent  and  on  this  account  alone 
immunisation  is  vrell  worth  while. 

During  the  year  283  cases  of  m.easles  were  notified. 
There  v/ere  no  deaths  from  the  disease.  There  was  an 
outbreak  of  the  disease  in  June  and  July  which  subsided, 
but  in  November  the  number  of  notifications  again  increased 
and  in  December  73  cases  were  notified.  Feasles  occurrs 
in  biennial  epidemics  and  it  is  now  two  years  since  there 
was  an  outbreak  of  the  disease.  The  last  large  epidem.ic 
of  the  disease  occurred  in  1938  when  over  1,000  cases 
occurred. 

jt'our  cases  of  pueperal  pyrexia  and  three  cases  of 
septic  abortion  were  notified  and  removed  to  hospital.  Three 
cases  of  dysentery,  three  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  two 
cases  of  cerebro  spinal  meningitis,  one  of  typhoid  and  one 
of  nhem2oliigus  were  also  notifed. 


SU PEP. VIS  ION  ON  MILK  SULLY 


During  the  year  fifteen  samples  of  loose  milk  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  In  eight 
instances  the  total  number  of  bacteria  was  below  100,000 
per  millilitre,  in  three  instances  between  100,000  and 

200.000  and  in  four  instances  over  200,000.  Bacterium 
coli  were  uresent  in  all  tubes  inoculated  with  0.1  ml  of 
milk  in  ten  instances  and  only  in  two  were  E.coli  not 
found  in  0.1  ml. 

One  sample  of  sterilised  milk  was  submitted  for 
examination  and  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Considerable  dif'^iculty  was  experienced  with  the 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk  which  was  suuplied  to  one  retailer. 
In  ihe  early  part  of  the  year  the  milk  was  supplied  from  a 
herd  at  “^innerton,  Cheshire,  and  two  of  four  samples 
failed  to  satisfy  the  methylene  blue  test.  This  supnly 
v/as  discontinued  and  the  retailer  obtained  the  milk  from 
a herd  at  Davenham.  During  the  period  when  supplied 
from  this  source,  five  samnles  v/ere  submitted  for 
examination,  four  of  v/hich  failed  to  satisfy  the  coliform 
test.  On  one  occasion  the  milk  was  sour  on  arrival  in 
Cedes.  A strong:  protest  Y;as  made  to  the  Milk  Marketing 
Board  and  the  source  of  supply  was  changed.  Since  then 
the  condition  of  the  milk  arriving  in  Eccles  has  been 
satisfactory  and  on  all  occasions  has  satisfied  both  the 
methylene  blue  and  the  coliform  tests. 

Two  samnles  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  supplied  by 
another  retailer  were  both  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

2k  sEminles  of  bottled  pasteurised  milk  have  been 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  In  12 
instances  the  total  number  of  organisms  wore  less  than 

100.000  in  7 betv/oen  100,000  and "200,000  and  in  5 over 
200,000.  Bacterium  coli  v/ere  found  in  three  tubes 
inoculated  v;ith  0.1  ml  of  milk  in  21  instances. 
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17  samples  of  milk  vrere  submitted  for  biological 
examination  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacillip  10  being 
of  loose  milkj  five  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  and  2 of 
pasteurised  milk.  In  one  sample  of  loose  milk  tubercle 
bacilli  were  found. 

In  spite,  of  all  the  plans  v;hich  have  been  made  for  the 
improvement  of  milk  sent  into  urban  areas,  very  much  of  it 
is  still  far  from  satisfactory.  So  long  as  the  milk  reaches 
tovhis  in  its  present  unsatisfactory  condition  dried  milk  will 
remain  the  only  safe  form  of  milk  for  the  substitute  feeding 
of  infants. 


^OOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1938 


. :Duping  the  year  I3I  samples  were  taken  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  of  which  1?  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

93  v;ere  samnles  of  milk,  of  which  67  were  formal  samples  and 
26  informal?  while  38  v,'ere  informal  samples  of  other  foods. 

The  foods  sannled  v/ere  as  follows 

• ■ No.  of  samples.  No .unsatisfac to ry 

93  lU 

5 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2 1 

2 
2 
2 

2 1 

2 1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
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107  samples  were  examined  for  preservatives.  104 
contained  no  preservatives  and  two  samples  of  iam  and  one 
of  marmalade  contained  permitted  preservatives. 

This  sample  of  pasteurised  milk  was  found 
to  contain  at  least  7 per  cent,  of  extraneous  water. 
Subsequent  samples  vrere  genuine  and  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  presence  of  water  v/as  due  to  the  carelessness  of  the 
unskilled  staff  operating  the  plant. 

621 

Samples  619 /and  622  The  first  of  these  samples  v/as 
obtained  from  a dairyman  and  the  other  samples  were  ’’follow 
up”  samples.  All  the  samples  showed  a deficiency  in  fat 
of  6.6  per  cent,  and  13.3  pei’  cent,  and  3*3  per  cent, 
respectively.  The  solids  not  fat  were  low  but  the  freezing 


Milk 

Self-raising  flour 
Jam 

Butter 

Cooking  fat 

Sugar 

Coffee 

Soya  flour 

Ground  ginger 

Mixed  spice 

Vinegar 

Gravy  brovming 

Glycerine 

Castor  oil 

Marmalade 

Mincemeat 

Oatmeal 

Rolled  oats 

Lemon  curd 

Mustard  compound 


point  i7£F?  sat'iafectory a letter  was  sent  to  the 
producer  requestin.nr  him  to  take  steps  to  improve  the 
poor  Quality  of  t-o  supply. 

Samule_  ■ This  sample  yjas  deficient  in  fat  to  the 

extent' of  7-6  per  cent.^  hiit’was  rich  in  solids  not  fat. 

The  fanm  was  v: sited  and  four  samples  taken  on  delivery 
v/ero  all  found  to' he  genuine.  It  v/as  ascertained  that  the 
fat  deficiency  was  due  to  unsatisfactory  distribution  of 
the  ‘■strippings'*  in  the  kits  and  the  farmer  was  advised  on 
this  point* 

This  sample  of  bottled  m.ilk  v/as  found  to 
Fo  deficient  i'"'  fat  to  the  extent  of  16.6  per  cent.  Nine 
samples  were  taken  on  delivery  at  the  dairy  on  the  following 
day,  eight  of  whicn  v/ere  satisfactory  but  one  was  deficient 
in  fa't  aad,  solids  not  fat,  althpugli  the  freezing  point  was 
satisfactory..  The  defic ie.ncy  pkas  probably  due  to  natural 
r.i-n.pes  and  the  company  suoplyiBg  the  milk  was  requested  to 
'■.■••^q;  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  producer. 

Samples  Nog.72U  and  7d9  to  7 '54^  These  seven  samples  were 

all  from  one  source  .and  showed  the  presence  of  extraneous 
water  to  the  extent  of  f.O;  23?  U.d?  4*6,  4»2,  5*3  ahd  3*0 
Per  cent.,  rospect ively . The  first  two  samples  were  taken 

from  a retail  dairyman  and  the  third  sample  from  the 
v/holesaler  who  obtained  .his  milk  from  another  wholesaler 
from  whop  the  xX'^maininp;  sam.ples  were  obtained.  The  milk 
was  pasteurised.  Samples  No. 730  and  736  were  taken  at' 
the  plant  before  and  after  pasteurising  and  it  was  observed 
that  there  was  a sligiit  diminution  in  the  solids  not  fat 
after  pasteurising  but  insu.f f icient  to  raise  the  freezing 
point  above  Oo,530  *^0,  It  is  probable  that  the  deficiency 
in  solids  not  f.rt  ma.y.  have  been  due  to  a leak  in  the 'plant. 
The  dairy  IiQii  was  war'iiud  a.nd  the  County  Medical  Officer,  in 
whose  area  the  plant  is  situated,  was  communiated  with. 

Sample  741.-691  This  sample  of  artificial  vinegar  was 
unsatisfactorily  labelled  and  the  producer,  on  being 
interv:  evjed ; undcL"took  to  obtain  new  labels  on  the  lines 
suggested. 

SaiTiples  labels  on  these  samples  of 

marmalade  and  minceriieat  did  not  comply  with  the  req.uire- 
rnents  of  Phe  Preserves  Order.  The  producer  arid  the 
Divisfonal  Food  Executive  v/ere  communicated  with. 

Sample,  No.,394  This  sample  of  leaf  gelatine  which  was 
found  to  contain  an  excess  of,  arsenic  was  taken  in  1943 
and  the’  sumnions  was,,h*^hrd  in  'January'  of  last  year ‘.when 
the  wholesalers  were  fined  ' £2 0 .'Odl  ' '■  ■ 

p--  coo  "'."'T  ^.Q0.„  T’'.  of  milk  which  were 

founu  to  Go..atr'iii  -ator-  yoi'o  u,  ''.n  in  1943*  ' 

case  heard  ir;  J'a.'au’ary ' of  last  year  and  farmer  was 
fined  £2,0,01.  i'n  each  case. 
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’WELFARE 


KATERFIl'Y  AND  CHII.D 


During  tiie  -vear-  Dl'D  births  were  notifed  in  the 
horougn.  ihe  nett  nuraber  of  hirths  7/as  708  equivalent 
to  a provj.sIonal  'birth  I’ate  of  r?  ■ 6 per  1,000  of  the 
population » 

1.1.3  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  occurred 
equivaieni  to  an  irD-ani.  ’rortalnty  rate  of  60  per  1,000 
hi  r tils . 

■519  deaths  ocnui‘.red  equivalent  to  ai  provisional 
.death  rate  of  12.9  per  1^.000  of  the  population. 

The  supervision  of  infants  and  young  children  has 
been' continued  as  in  previous  years  and  the  child  welfare-- 
v/ork  has  been  closely  co-ordinated  with  the  school 
medical  servjLce.  .During  the  year  697  first  visits  were 
paid  to  infants  and  3;685  subsequent  visits  paid  to 
children  under  one  year  of  age.  2,271  visits  were  paid 
to  children  1-2  years  and  2,903  to  children  f^ed  2-5  years, 
a total  of  9,556  routine  visits  to  the  homes  of  children 
not  ill  attendance  at  school.  The  home  visiting  of 
infants  is  closely  linked  v/ith  the  attendance  of  mothers 
at  the  ws'''^are  centre  and  mothers' are  encouraged  to  attend 
the  centre  on  the  afternoon  when  the  Health  Visitor  of 
their  district  is  in  attendance. 

The  attendance  at  the  Tnf'ani;  ^'Veifare  Centre  has 
increased.  'On  a large  num.ber  of  occasions  the  attendance 
of  mochers  has  exceeded  70  and  on  some  occasions  has 
exceeded  lOOf  The  accommodation  at  the  centre  is 
insufficient  00  cone  sat isfo ctorily  v/..th  such  large  numbers 
and  the  health  v.^sitor  is  unable  to  give  the  attention 
desirable  to  many  of  the  infants  v/hen  the  numbers 
attending  are  so  large . It  has  been  decided  to  open  the 
welfare  centre  on  Tuesday  morning  each  wee.k  from  10. am.  to 
12  noon.  Owing  to  the  increacj-ng  amount  of  clinic  work 
the  following  up  of  cn.iidren  in  t.heir  homes  has  shoTO  a 
tendenc.y  to  ciecl.i.ne  during  recent  years  and,  v/ith  the 
increase  in  the  numbo:^’  ci  bbies  born,  the  health  visitors 
have  been  unable  to  follot^  up  th.e  babjes  as  closely  as  *is 
desirable^  parti cu lari, y during  poriods  of  epidemics  of 
measles  or  whooping  cougli.  It  lias  been  decided  therefore 
to  appoint  an  additional  health  visitor  and  divide  the 
Borough  into  five  distrj.cts,  ea.cli  health  visitor  under- 
taking the  supervision  of  infa.nts  and  the  school  medical 
work  in  her  area,  in  addition  to  carrying  out  duties  in 
the  various  clinics-. 

The  we] fare  centre  has  been  open  on  209  occasions 
v.hen  661  nev/  children  undter  one  year  of  age  and  54 
children  over  one  ye'-.ir  of  gge  attended.  Of  the  1,170 
children  who  at  tende>d  the  centi'e,  558  v/ere  under  one 
year  of  age  at  the  eacl  of  the  .year  and  612  were  over  one 
year.  The  total  attendances  made  by  children  during 
the  year  was  13,927  of  //iiich  10,438  v/ere  made  b.y  children 
under  one  .year  of  age-  2, 63^1-  by  ohil.dren  aged  1-2  years 
and  855  by  ohildren  r-ig..-d  2-5  .years.  The  average  attendance 
at  each  session  was  63  mot  Per  s . 50  children  under  one  .year 
and  17  ap:ed  one- five  years.  A med^^al  officer  was  in 
attendance  at.  the  cencre  on  19h-  session.s  and  made  a total 
of  5,039  nations  of  ehjldren,  3,070  being  of  children 

under  one  year,  l,h55  of  children  1-2  years  and  514  of 
children  aged  2--5  years . 


Children  under  school  age  suffering  from  minor 
ailraentSj  nasal,  dental,  ophthalmic  or  orthopaedic  defects 
are  referred  to  the  school  clinic  for  treatment*  During 
the  year  76  children  were  referred  to  the  clinic  for  the 
treatment  of  mjnor  ailments;  36  for  toothache;  33  for 
orthopaedic  defects  and  29  for  ophthalmic  conditions. 

Part  of  the  premises  at  the  'i'/'’elfare  Centre  has  "been 
placed  at  the  disnosal  of  the  Pood  Executive  Officer  for 
the  storage  and  distribution  of  dried  milh  and  vitamin 
substances  and  the  staff  at  the  welfare  centre  has  assisted 
in  the  distribution  of  dried  m.ilk,  cod  liver  oil  and  fruit 
juice  to  infants  and  also  to  children  under  the  age  of  five 
years  in  attendance  at  Public  elementary  schools. 

Various  auuroved  brands  of  dried  milk  have  been  on 
sale. at  the  v^elfare  centre  and  in  spite  of  the  distribution 
of  Natif^’^"' ■ Dried  Milk  fre-^^  or  at  a reduced  prica  the 
propr j.wCory  brands  of  milk  powder  have  enjoyed  a.  large  s^ale* 
The  sales  of  prourj.^tury  brands  of  dried  m.ilk  has  during 
the.  past  years  been  greater  than  during  the  pre-war  years. 


CHILD  LI.i^E  PROTECTION 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  on  the  register 
five  'childfen  :’n  tlie  care  of  foster  parents.  During  the 
year  one  child  was  adopted  by  its  foster  parents  leaving 
four  on  the  rogistcr  at  t.he  end  of  the  year.  During  the 
year  23  visits  wore  paid  to  these  children. 


THE  CARE  CP  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN 


All  POGSible  assistance  has  b >‘en  given  to  unmarried 
mothers  and  thei^:'  children  through  the  welfare  centre  aid 
by  Health  Visitors e Most  of  the  unmarried  mothers  become 
known  to  us  early  in  pregnancy  at  the  antenatal  clinic  where 
they'  are  kent  under  observation.  Arrangements  are  made  for 
their  conf i noii’'^pt  in  hospital  or  at  home  ■'yaere  this  is 
possible  and  advJ ce  is  given  with  respect  to  affiliation  of 
the' child.  In  which  it  is  not  possible  for  the 

mother  to  keep  the  cl  assistance  is  given  in  arranging 
for  its  adoption.  It  s not  considered  desirable  that 
parents  adopting  a child  ..  ^ be  resident  in  the  same 

district  as  the  mot.her  and;  to  . )id  thiS;  the  adoptions 
are  usually  arranged  through  the  ''ooith  Department. 

I desire,  to  express  i.'y  auproc:  ati on  of  the  assistance  so 
willingly  given  by  Miss  liadfield  of  the  Manchester  Health 
Deuartmonu  in  finding  suitable  adopters  for  children  born 
in  the  district;  and  also  in  finding  children  for  parents 
in  this  district  v/no  desire  to  adopt  them.  Nhen  mothers 
desire  to  keep  their  children  but  must  go  out  to  work 
assistance  is  given  in  finding  suitable  foster  parents 
who  will  look  after  the  children.  The  hostel  provided 
by  the  Manchesicir  Diccusari  Council  for  Voral  Welfare  Work 
at  Ennisieore,  Regent  Road;  has  accommodation  for  I6  mothers 
whp'ma.y  remain  there  writh  their  children  until  they  reach 
the  age  of  twelve  months  or  in  special  cases  for  a longer 
period.  Provision  has  also  been  made  there  for;^  the  care 
of  a fev;  children  whose  moLnors  have  been  unable  to  remain 
with  them  or  take  them  with  them. 
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. GARS  . OP.. ..  CHILDREN  OP  FORKING  ’^^OMEN 


. No  war.,  time  ..ijursery  has  iDeen  established  in  Eccles 
but  part '.of . one  infants  school  has  been  adanted  as  a war 
timd 'nursery  class  and  was  opened  in  January  of  this  year 
v/hilfe;': a 'special  building. has  also  been  erected  in  Westwood 
Park'.Tard  for:  this  nurpose,  but  has.  not  ..yet  been  opened. 
''During  the  year  the  average  number  pf  children  ^ or  working 
women  vho 'have  been  minded  under' the  Corporation’s-  scheme 
has  been  15.-.under  one  year  of  age,  .150'aged  one  to  five 
years  and  in  addition  arrangements  wepe  made, for  the  care 
of  30  children  attending  schooli  In  most  cases  the 
children  have,  been  cared  for  by-  v/omen  living  near  their 
own  homes  v/ho  are  known  to  both  the  mothers  and  the 
children  and  the  children  have  had  the  benefit  of  individual 
care.  At  the  end  of  the  .year  184  children  were  still  being 
cared  for  by  152  minders. 

The  welfare  of  the  children  has  been  supervised  b.y  a 
special  health  visitor  who  has  paid  2,121  visits  to  the 
homes,  and  has  in  addition  assisted, the  parents  and  minders 
to  fill  up  the  necessary  forms  for  the  payment  of  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  grant  and  checked  .the  claims  submitted 
to  the  Ministry. 


. RESID.ENTIAL  NURSERv  ^ 


It ‘is  still  necessary  to  send,  into  the  Public 
Ass istance.  Institution  the  children  Of  mothers  'who  are 
admitted  to  hospital  for  confinement  or  for  other  reasons. 
The  accommodation  in  the  institution  is  not  suitable  for 
heaithy  children  but  it  is  difficult  at  the  present  time 
to  make  other , provision  as,  so  far,' no  building  suitable 
for'  conversion  into  a residential  nursery  has  been  found. 
Should  a suitable  house -be.  available- it  is  hoped  that  the 
Counc'il  will  undertake  its  adcpbion  for  this  purpose. 

There  is  also  need  for  a day  , purser-^  for  the 
occasional  accommodation  of  young,  children  whose  mothers 
may  wish  them  to  be  cared  for  on  aqcount  of  family' reasons 
for  a day  or  two.  There  may  also  be  a certain  number  of 
widows  with  young  children  who  v/ill  find  it  necessary  to 
work  to  supplement  their  income,  for  whose  children 
accomm.odation  in  a day  nursery  will  be  desirable  unless 
suitable  daily  minders  can  be  arranged  for  them  as  has  been 
done  for  the  children  of  women  engaged  on  war  work. 


CONVALESC.ENT  TREATMENT  ■ “OR  MOTHERS 


During  the  .year  it  has  been  possible  to  send  3 mothers 
with  4 children  to  the  Convalescent  Home  for  Mothers  at 
Brentwood  House,  Marple,  maintained  b.y  the  Lancashire 
Community  Council.  The  mothers,  -who  were,  in  ‘a  .poor  state 
of  health  after  confinement,  benefited  greatly  by  the  reslJ 
at,. the  convalescent  home.  . 
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-FATAL  AND  POST-^^ti'pal 


CLINI03 


Fri(iay*’LTOi^''and^anLnoon'as^usu°i^"^°'i^®® 

carried  on  by'Nurse  Bradlpv^an^  clinic  has  been 

oases  have  blen  rl?er?ef  ?o  ^ Aaaf  ® f”?  abnormal 
one  session  each  month  to  attended  on 

Presenting  difficulties  on  oases 

give  assistance 'to  the  mothers^vitb  the  clinic  to 

other  difficulties  which  mav  Irls^  ' 
irom  ur,fT.ent  coimDlicatinnQ  suffering 

are  referred  to  Hone  attention 

apnreciation  of  the  'vish  to  express  my 

Kedical  SuperintendenfaL^hP  T ^r®Aeoeived  from  the 
at  the  hospital:  CaLs  reouLfnfv^S*  °l=^t®tnical  Surgeon 
referred  to  the  Eccles  end  examination  are 

oiini?5”;c°u?r™“r;JSL;‘““!5  '2* 

from  the  adjacent  bounty  a?ea  and  12  ® ®®ne 

temporarily  repidina:  in  t L d s evacuees 

total  Of  1,972  attendances  duping  ?he  year!  ^ 

returning  for  Poet^natal^e°am?o^f^^  number  of  women 
who  returned  for  examlrrBtt^'?”''’?F^°”  number  of  87 

from  satisfictlly! 

Post  natal  examination  du??nm  ?L  A notum  for 

h.y  the  municipal  mldwivel  before 

although  a nromi  =?p  tn  □ + + ^ ^ ^ they  cease  to  ^tend,  but, 

for  the  failure  to  attend'AlfSrfolthlo^Ing!'-" 

avallable^In^one^mIrIing^la!h*?o?^thP  have  been 

to  carry  out  anto  n^fni^o  - • h^.unicipal  mid'^lves 

supplemen?  to  birnof  irsu^II?t°?A^  patients  as  a 

contact  v/ith  the  'Welfare  Hentre  into  closer 

Of  the  midwives  have  -made ^823  attendanifs  a?  ?ircUnic!^'^"^® 


MUNICIPAL  midwifery  SERVICE 


midwives,  and  fr^y  doItoL  Th’'®'’®  ‘delivered  by  the 
medical  oractl toners  in  ll'cascs  ofYblrtllm®®^’-®^ 

of  the"mlLdvIs!"°®?hrfp!!  Y’’  services 

imfhIfodYwaf  Iaia^!rfir“”F^^^°  S7l!L.Odf’'orwhloh 

was  paid  to  tile  midwives  or  at  the  Welfare  Centre 
to  carry  In  hev  wllk  ® temporary  midwife  was  appointed 
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Two  of  the  m-anicipal  midYjives  have  "been  recognised 
"by  the  Central  ^^^Idwives  Board  as  district  teacshera  of 
midwifery  in  connection  with  the  City  of  ^’anchester  and 
St*Hary*s  Hospital  joint  scheme  for  the  training  of 
midwives  and  have  taken  pupils j who  have  nassed  part  1 
of  the  Central  Midv/ives  examination,  for  training  In 
domiciliary  midY/ifery  prior  to  taking  part  2 of  tlie 
examination.  During  the  year  six  pupils  have  had 
district  experience,  and  all  have  obtained  the  Boards 
certificate'. 

Tv/o  of  the  municipal  midwives  who  are  qualified  to 
administer  analgesics  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Central  Hidwives  Board  have  been  supplied  with  th© 
necessary  apparatus  during  the  year  and  anaesthesia  has 
been  administered  by  them  in  19  cases.  An  additional 
charge  of  10/ 6 d has  been  made  in  cases  in  which  gas  and 
air  analgesia  has  been  administered  to  cover  the  cost  of 
the  anaesthetic  and  the  services  of  the  second  midwife. 

The  mothers  who  have  liad  gas  and  air  analgesia  have 
expressed  their  appreciation  of  the  relief,  A third 
municipal  midwife  has  noY/  completed  the  necessary  training 
and  will  bQ;,.supplied  v/ith  a gas  and  air  apparatus. 


MIDLIVES  ACTS 


During  the  year  12  midv/ives  notified  their 
intention  to  practice  of  whom  5 were  employed  by  the 
local  authority,  tv/o  by  the  Sccles  and  Patricroft 
Hospital,  tY/o  at  a -private  nursing  home  and  three  in 
private  practice. 

During  the  year  the  midY.aves  attended  835  cases, 

318  were  attended  by  municipal  midwives,  195  by 
midwives  in  private  practice,  147  in  a orivate  nursing 
home  and  175  in  Eccles  and  Patricroft  Hospital.  In 
709  the  cases  were  delivered  by  the  midYdfe  and  in  126 
a doctor  was  in  attendance  at  the  confinement* 

J'edical  aid  Yras  summoned  in  l6o  cases.  The  claims 
submitted  by  medical  practitioners  numborcdSlfthe  total 
amount  being  £125.l6s.6d.  £100. Os. 3d,  of  this  amount 

was  debited  to  the  patients  and  £8l.l3s.Od.  was  collectetJ 
during  the.  year. 

Reasons  for  sending  for  medical  aid;- 
Antenatal 

Abortion 

•Antepartum  haemorrhage 
Albuminuria 
Abdominal  pain 
Persistent  vomiting 

Intranatal 

Delayed  labour 
Malpresentati on 
Collapse 

Prolapse  of  cord 


10 


26 

6 

1 

1 


34 


Carried  forward; 


. B r oLi  gh  t f 0 r v/a  r d : - 
Postn-atai’*  ■■■•j  ‘ 


Ruptured  Per.ineuja.  . 64 

Pyi’e:kia''‘-'  ' ' 6 

Adherent • Placenta  5 

S-vV€lllng  of  legs  2 

Post"  partuin  haemorrhage  1 

.Post  p'artiim  shock  • 1 

Child.  ■ 

Ophthalmia  Lp 

Prern'Oturity  7 

. .Dermatitis  3 

Retention  of  "urine  2 

Congenital  deformities  3 

Feebleness  of  child  4 


44 


40 


160 

During  the  year  20  stillbirths  were  notified 
equivalent  to- a stillbirth  rate  of  24.5  per  1,000, 

„ PUERPERAL  • PYREXIA 


The  services  of  Dr. W.R. Addis  have  been  retained  as 
consultant  under  the  Puerperal  Pyrexia  regulations  but 
his  services  were  not  called  for  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  one  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was 
notiilied  and  tv/o  cases  of  scjtic  abortion  all  of  which 
recovered.  One  wotna^_  who  developed  pyrexia  towards 
the  end'  of*  the  puerP-'eriura  duo.  to-  breast  abs^^cess 
subsequently  developed ^general  septic  infection  and 
died.  ■ 

REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES 


There  is  one  private  nursing  home  in  the  district  ’ 
registered  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  This  home, 
v^hich  has  six  beds,  caters  for  maternity  cases  only  arid' 
during  the  year  147  cases  were  delivered  in  the  home.  The 
midwife  in  charge  of  the  home  is  qualified  to  administer 
gas  and  air  analgesia  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Central  Miidwivcs  Board  and  during  the  year  gas  and 
air  analg'osia  was  administered  to  85  of  the  patients.  The 
conduct  of  the  home  during  the  year  was  satisfactory. 

The  exemption  of  the  Eccles  and  Patricroft  Hospital 
from  the  provisions  of  the  Nursing  Home  Regulations 
sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  was  renewed  by 
the  Council.  The  temporary  annexe  v/as  continued  to  be 
used  as  a matorni'ty  ward  and  during  the  year  175  mothers 
were  admitted  for  confinement.  The  .antenatal  super- 
vision of  the  ca.ses  referred  to  the  hospital  has  been 
continued  by  the  Corporation  Antenatal  Clinic. 
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HOIvIE  HELPS 


ConsidcraLlG  difficulty  has  heon  experienced  in 
finding  ';/omen  willing  to  act  as  home  helps  and  some  of 
those  v/ho  have  given  service  in  the  past  have  refused 
to  continue  owing  to  the  P.A.Y.E.  method  of  deducting 
income  tax.  It  has  "been  ruled  thatj  as  these  people 
are  only  employed  casually  and  have  no  code  number,  tax 
must  he  deducted  from  each  payment  made  and  the  women 
must  make  a claim  for  repayment  of  the  excess  tax. 
Gomnlaint  has  been  made  that  after  several  applications 
they  have  failed  to  recover  the  tax  and,  although  no 
doubt  the  excess  will  utlinately  be  repaid,  they  are 
not  prepared  to  wait  and  have  ■'■'.eclined  to  accept  further 
cases. 


During  the  year  16  women  have  been  employed  as 
home  helps  on  29  cases,  the  cost  of  the  service  being 
£127*9s.6d.  part  of  Yihich  v/as  recovered  in  accordance 
v/ith  the  Gorporation’ s scale. 
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REPORT  OP  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


H 0 US  I N G 


Statistics 


NumUer  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: 

(.a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  underCh) 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  • 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  - 

^ (iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons  

Ch)  With  STATE  ASSISTAITQE  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (Under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  106 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  I06 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  (including  under 
sub-head  ( i)  (above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidation 

j Reflations,  1925. 

(bj  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  - 

(iii)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  - 

(iv)  Number  of  Dv/elling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  proceeding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

fbr  human  habitation.  IO6 


2.  Number  of  defective  Dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  Officers.  35 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A,-  Proceedings  under  Sections  9?  10  aRd  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(i)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  39 

(ii)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Ovjners:  18 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  - 

Apart  from  essential  repairs  to  houses,  very  little 
work  is  carried  out  owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and 
materials. 


-1- 


■ • The ' totsl- nuiifDer  of  houses  and  flats  in  the  Borough 
is,  12,618,.,.,.  ' 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  houses  built 
ana  the  number  demolished  for  the  year  1925  to  1944 
inc lusive; - 


Year 

Houses  built  by 
Local  Authority 

Houses  built  by  1 

private  enterprise 

Houses 

demolished 

1925 

104 

15 

12 

6 

72- 

36 

15 

...  19  . 

37 

24 

8'  * 

78 

! 46 

69 

9'  ■ 

137 

16 

34 

1950 

26 

3 

29 

1 

21 

68 

40 

2 

- . 

69 

14 

7 • 

55 

20 

4'  ‘ 

112  ; 

85 

68 

5 . 

-] 

234 

46 

6 

82 

251 

76 

.7 

- 

202 

28 

8 

.2 

294 

10 

9 

158 

224 

34 

1940 

- 

49 

1 

0 

- 

62 

3 

8 

4 

- 

10 

TOTALS 

824 

1635 

648  j 

SAN  I TAH Y CO  .NVE]TIE;rGES 

The  number  and  variety  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  in  use 
at  tiie  end.  of  the  year  were  as  follows 


Presh-water  flushed  closets 
WastG'-water  flushed  closets 
Presh-rwater  flushed  latrines 
Fail ' closets 
Abhb  1.1' s 
Baths 


ySUPPI'Y 


15,692 

54 

83 

43 

13,570 

8,296 


The  Manchester  Corjcration  -’ave  a continuous  and 
adequate  sump l.y  of  v/ater  during  the  year.  There  was  no 
dccasion  for  restriction  in  i'^s  use  by  house-holders. 

251  complaints,  of  «,fasfcG  water  due  to  burst  pipes  and 
defective  ftttings  were  ■.mdo  to  bhe  ■T'‘aterworks  Department. 

INSPECTIONS 

The  number,  of  preird.se3  visited  duriiig  the  .year  was 
1,051,  the  numb.,.r  of  nu.isanc-^s  or  d-^fects  discovered 
1,924,  and  the  nu'uber  abated  1,050. 
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There  were  812  informal  notices  served,  and  11? 
statutory  notices. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUCS 


Number  of  houses  found  to  he  infested: - 


Council  houses 
Other  houses 


12 

19 


In  4 cases  the  Local  Authority  carried  out 
disinfestation  hy  spraying  with  Zaldeclde,  and  in 
13  cases  a Manchester  firm  of  Pumigators  carried 
out  disinfestation  hy- Hydrogen  Cyanide.  In  two 
cases  the  owners  carried  out  the  work  of  disinfestation, 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

The  only  premises  under  this  heading  in  the 
Borough  are  33  fish  fryers,  two  tripe  boilers  and 
four  rag  and  hone  dealers. 

THEATRES  AND  CiNE?^.;AS 

There  are'  six  such  places  of  entertainment  in 
the  Borough.  These  were  inspected  during  the  year, 
and  no  cause  for  complaint  was  found. 

coji:on  lodctIng  houses 

There  is  only  one  registered  corjnon  lodging  house 
in  the  Borough,  and  this  has  accommodation  for  66  males 
only.  It  is  under  the  personal  supervision  of  the 
proprietor  and  is  well  managed. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  three  cowkeepers  registered  in  the  "^orough. 

Two  .licences  were  issued  under  the  Milk  (S.^ecial 
Designation)  Order,  one  a licence  to  pasteurise  milk  and 
one  a . dealer’s  licence  to  bottle  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

STABLES  AND  PIGGERIES 

There  are  20  stable  premises  and  26  premises  where 
pigs  are  kept 

The  number  of  inspections  made  in  connection  with 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  was  189 • 

^HOP^  ACXS 

There  are  approximately  788  shops  of  various  kinds 
in  the  Borough. 

MORTUARY 

The  Mortuary  was  used  on  forty-three  occasions  for 
the  reception  of  bodies. 

CANAL  BOATS 

There  v/ere  no  inspections  of  Canal  Boats  daring  the 
year.  The  boats  delivering  coal  to  the  Wharfs  here  are 
day-boats  and  are  not  occupied  by  any  person.  The  other 
traffic  on  the  Canal  consists  of  those  boats  passing 
through  the  district  without  stopping. 
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POOD  INSPECTION 


Pood  surrendered:- 


Luncheon  Meat,  chopued  ham  etc. 

142  lbs 

Meat  Roll 

18  lbs 

Preserves 

20  lbs 

Stewed  Steak 

Tins 

, 38 

Vegetable  Salads  ' ■ 

6 

Soups  . 

17 

Peas  ' . 

it 

14 

Beans 

It 

38 

''Salmon 

ft 

6 

Sardines,  Pilchards,  Herrings 

If 

91 

Fruits  +(various) 

6 

Milk  ( evanorated) 

It 

58 

Milk  (P.C.C.) 

tt 

7 

Milk  (M.S.C.) 

It 

5 

Pressed  Beef 

17i  lbs 

Ox  Tongue 

6 lbs 

Bacon 

15  lbs 

Mackerel 

248  lbs 

Frozen  Rabbits 

128  lbs 

Plums 

16  lbs 

Eggs 

49 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following 

: foodstuffs 

v/ere  received  from  a Ministry  of  Pood 

Depot 

for  destruction^ 

Dehydrated  Potato. 

15  lbs 

Jam 

344  lbs 

Tomato  Puree 

5 tons 

Raisins  .7 

tons 

I9J  cwts. 

INSPECTIONS  : 

Bakehouses 

44 

Food  Preparing  Establishments 

156 

Pish  friers 

43 

Milkshops  and  Dairies 

171 

Cowsheds 

18 

Butchers  premises 

35 

Marine  Store  Dealers 

12 

Factories 

48 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

82 

Out-workers  premises 

15 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

11 

Houses  let  in  lodgings 

29 

Schools,  Sanitary  Conveniences 

167 

Theatres  and  Cinemas 

6 

Tests  applied  to  drains 

75 

District  Inspection  of  houses 

931 

Re-insuection  of  nuisances  etc. 

721 

Visits  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

161 

Visits  re  Shops  Acts 

21 

Owners  Seen 

192 

Visits  re  suitability  of  tenants 

55 

for  Oornoration  houses 

Visits  re  Rats  and  Mice 

756 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  DEPART^ylBNT 


There  has  "been  some  improvement  in  the  vrork  of  the 
department  during  the  year,  although  the  shortage  of 
labour  has  prevented  a regular  collection  of  house  refuse 
During  the  months  of  March  to  August,  the  periods  between 
the  emptying  of  dustbins  was  fourteen  days,  but  since  then, 
much  delay  has  been  caused  by  waiting  for  vehicles  to  be 
repaired.-  There  has  been  difficulty  often  in  obtaining 
spare  parts. 

The  nunfber  of  loads  of  refuse  and  salvage  collected 
and  delivered  to  the  Salvage  Works  was  7,661,  the  total 
weight  being  10,521  tons. 

The  types  and  weights  of  materials  salvaged  during 
the  year  are  given  below.  ■ The  figures  have  been  supplied 
by  the  Manager  of  the  Sewage  Parra  and  Salvage  Works 


T. 

C. 

. 

Paper 

222 

14 

2 

Tins 

284 

0 

2 

Ferrous  Scrap 

20 

10 

0 

Textiles 

37 

16 

2 

Bottles  and  Broken  glass 

51 

10 

2 

Bones 

5 

4 

0 

Rubber 

2 

15 

1 

624 

"’ll 

1 

The  Department  supplied  342  dustbins  and  dustbin  lids 
at  the  cost, of  the  owners. 

KITCHEN  WASTE 


In  January  a Direction  under  Regulation  54  b of  the 
Defence  (General)  Regulations  1939j  was  received  from  the 
Ministry  of  Supply,  requiring  the  Council  to  institute 
a separate  collection  of  Kitchen  Waste  in  the  Borough  and 
cause  the  Material  collected  to  be  sold,  and  delivered  to 
the  Manchester  Corporation.  Accordingly,  from  February  1st, 
all  Kitchen  Waste  collected  has  been  delivered  to  the 
Manchester  Corporation  Depot  at  Newton  Heath.  The  price 
paid  by  Manchester-  is'  30/-d  per  ton,  plus  nine  pence  per  ton 
mile  over  five  miles,  the  depot  being  at  Newton  Heath  is 
eight  miles  from  our  depot,  therefore  the  price  paid  to 
this  Council  is  32/3d  per  ton. 

A number  of  the  Kitchen  Waste  bins  and  lids  have  been 
stolen  and  others  badly  damaged,  and  on  many  occasions  the 
contents  of  bins- have  been  stolen,  these  matters  have  been 
reported  to  the  Police. 
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The  amount  collected  and  sold  each  month  is  given 


"below:  - 


T.  C.  Q, 


£ S d 


J anuar.y 

Pe"bruar.y 

Maxell 

April 

May 

Juno 

July 

August 

Soptem’ber 

October 

November 

December 


3b  17  3 
28  13  3 
29  3 2 

24  14  3 
28  1 0 
34  15  2 
41  8 2 
50  7 2 

48  17  2 

52  9 0 

42  17  3 

44  18  3 


62  16  0 

46  5 2 

47  0 10 

39  17  9 

45  4 7 

56  1 5 

66  15  11 

81  4 7 

78  16  2 
84  11  6 
69  3 1 

72  9 2 


462  5 1 £750  6 2 


The  ariiount  collected  during  the  year  is  an  increase 
over  1943  of  110  tons  8 cwts.  2 qrs.  and  an  increase  in 
" income  of  £134. Us, 3d* 


Bi'NES 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  120  bins  were  placed  in 
various  parts  of  the  Borough  for  the  reception  of  bones. 

Those  bins  have  not  been-.used  by  householders  as  anticipated; 
a large  number  of  the  bins  have  not  been  used  at  all,  bin 
lids  have  been  stolen  and  a number  of  the  bins  have  been 
damagedo  It  will  therefore  bo  necessary  to  remove  a number 
of  the  bins  and  put  them  into  stock. 


RODENT  G ONTROL 

This  work  continued  throughout  the  year.  There  were 
87  complaints  received  of  rats  and  mice  on  premises.  In 
23  casesj.no  trace  could  be  found  and  no  further  complaints 
have  been  received  of  rats  or  mice  on  these  premises. 

The  approximate  number  of  rats  and  mice  destroyed  since 
the  commencement  of  this  v;ork  in  October  1943  is  5»468; 
rats  5s 146  and  mice  322,  the  total  amount  charged  to  occupiers 
of  prem.ises  for  the  destruction  of  rodents  £123«5s.6d. 


G.VoHULSE. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


' iV 


. I ' ' 

:-!i  r 


